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As a restoration architect, I have always sought inspiration from this approach as to both structure and interior, 
through the building and valuable elements that still remained. A number of architects and artists were also 
involved in the building, as when it was first built, and now again it was a joint work of art.  

- Frontage restoration: Van Hoogevest Architecten 
- Building shell: Rappange & Partners 
- Restoration of interior and other conversions: Architektenbureau Kentie & Partners 
- Works of art, paintings, etc.: Gerti Bierenbroodspot 
- Upholstery: Christie van der Haak 
- Interior construction: Koele Interieurbouw. 

 
Various aspects of the interior are derived from existing details. The textile wall covering in the bedrooms is 
consequently based on a motif by Theo van Nieuwenhuis. Various carpets were specially made on the basis of 
the reconstruction that I prepared from old drawings and photos. Restoration was the aim with the monumental 
parts and rooms, while additions were made in the same style. For the newly created areas such as the 
wellness centre in the basement, a suitably bright modern approach was adopted.  
 
The same applies to the bathrooms, especially the bathrooms in the monumental part, which have been placed 
freely in space as separate glass items, respecting the historic context. The furniture and lamps still present 
have also been restored and replaced in the original room where they belonged. New lamps for rooms, corridors 
and common areas were designed and installed specially for the hotel. Some special rooms such as the oriental 
room in the former housekeeper’s flat on the roof and the bridal suite in the tower room (3rd floor) have a 
special character quite of their own.  
 
The famous conference room on the 3rd floor has been restored throughout, the wall covering being specially 
made of a jacquard fabric with Theo van Nieuwenhuis’s original sea horses pattern. Fire prevention equipment 
and domestic engineering have as far as possible been hidden from sight without encroaching on the historic 
spatial effect and detail, quite a challenge to the engineers and contractor. All in all, I found it a greatly inspiring 
commission, which I executed with great pleasure.  
 
 
Ray Kentie 
Halfweg, 29 May 2008 
Kentie en Partners Architecten bv 
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